Objectives: Maternal mortality remains a significant burden in the developing world and exert profound impacts on children, families and communities. Due to the limited progress in satisfying the Millennium Developmental Goal of improving maternal health, the "Commission of Information and Accountability" recommended enhancing surveillance and reporting systems to guide interventions targeted at addressing maternal mortality. A literature review was conducted to determine the common barriers that have limited the implementation and wide spread adoption of maternal mortality surveillance systems in developing countries.
Study Methods: A systematic search strategy using the OVID Medline search tool was employed to identify articles published in the last twenty-years related to the topic of maternal mortality surveillance systems. Based on the search, we investigated surveillance systems in Morocco, Ghana, India, Malawi and Jamaica and identified common factors preventing the adoption of such systems.
Results: The review identified common barriers in the surveillance system of five countries. Fear of repercussions was emphasized as a key barrier hindering the effectiveness of mortality surveillance at all levels. Poor quality data arose from missing/incomplete documentation and low literacy rates of interviewees in the community. Lack of resources/time, insufficiently trained staff and poor supervision were all common themes. Finally, low status of women in many settings hindered reporting and made it difficult to highlight the importance of the surveillance initiatives.
Conclusion: Here we reviewed barriers to the wide spread implementation of maternal mortality surveillance systems in five countries and highlighted some of the key issues preventing their effective implementation. 
